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Abstract

In the wake of the COVID-19 crisis, we are rediscovering an old fact where each individ-
ual’s trace brings about a new way of life for us all. As expected, | hope that this experi-
ence will dissipate the ethical debate that has been practiced under the dichotomy of
whether the individual or community comes first. This is because individual and com-
munity are not confrontational concepts, and community is synonymous with individ-
ual. Humans have reached today through a history of social life common to humanity,
and individuals and communities are an organic unity in this sense. ‘My life’ is the his-
tory of one individual, but this history encompasses the collective history of all people.
Education is a cultural activity that has given the human community to each person by
reflecting and sharing ‘my’ and ‘our” history. ‘Our Life by Me: Educational Humanities as
a Sphere Science’ starts from this recognition.

It is probably through Lévi-Strauss that the term ‘Science of the Concrete’ became
known to most people. In fact, the tradition of the science of concrete has continuously
been emphasized by not only Lévi-Strauss but also in various fields including Vygotsky
(psychology), Lurija (brain science), Sacks (neurology), Jantzen (disability education),
Todd (education), and Wilson (biology). They seem to be all presenting an ecological
aesthetic research horizon through the science of concrete in critical reflection on the
increasingly abstracted academic cognition theory (research methodology) under the
name of science. While we simply think of the natural environment as ‘ecology’, in actu-
ality ecology is the study of the relationship between diverse living organisims, includ-
ing humans. From this context, ecological aesthetics is a way of thinking and practice in

where each living entity listens to the unique styles responding to the world, and seeks
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to realize and feel that the exchange as the source of enriching life.

To express the identity of educational humanities as a science of the concrete in one
word, | would like to borrow the phrase “understanding everything” by Wilson, because
we humans have no way to get to know each other without going through someone’s
personal life. However, these existential limits change as we become ‘we’; because ‘we’
give birth to ‘us’. Hence, “understanding everything” of all kinds of people, exploring
and getting acquainted with other life forms are not simply a means for the convenience
or abundance of human life. This is a moral practice that presents to us a new “living”
every moment, and it has been common practice in the evolution of life. In other words,
thisis a new practice in which exchanges among all living things, which exist as the sub-
stance of connection, leave their “own trace” in each other’s life “like a potter’s hand
on pottery.” Here, the ecological horizon of educational humanities is in the process of

individuals “becoming different while building solidarity.”
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