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Abstract

This presentation aims to find a way to overcome regionalism and group egoism
and a way for win-win coexistence through the examples of YI Borm (penname: Wol-
heon/1903-1972) and BYEON Siyeon (penname: Sanam/1922-2006), both being early
modern Confucian scholars who went a long way to extend the horizon of academic
learning going beyond regionalism and academic affinity.

Pyramus and Thisbe are leading figures appearing in a Greek myth with a sad love sto-
ry. The story provided motif for Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Such a story existed
even in Korea. Just decades ago, a young man and woman from Euiseong GIM Clan and
Gigye YU Clan fell in love with each other but faced the stiff opposition of those of the
clans, who viewed the other as those never being able to mingle with them. Animosity,
jealousy, and rejection exist not only in a love story. During the Joseon period, those in
different factions accused and looked down on each other, failing to put the truth in ac-
ademic learning first. Such a status led even to massacres. Academic affinity was what
lay at the bottom of such a status.

Nonetheless, there were other Confucian scholars who put the goal of win-win coexis-
tence, recognizing and exchanging with those with different ideas rather than confining
themselves within the boundary of those with concurring ideas. One of their leading
examples was YU Seongnyong (penname: Seoae), a disciple of YI Hwang (penname:
Toegye) of Namin School. One of the highly praised disciples of YU was JEONG Gyeo-
ngse (penname: Ubok). Another example was GIM Jip (penname: Sindokjae), one of the

distinguished disciples of YI | (penname: Yulgok) of Seoin School. JEONG Gyeongse and
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GIM Jip belonged to different academic school, but maintained close relationships with
each other. GIM had three good disciples, i.e. SONG Jungil (penname: Dongchundang),
SONG Siyeol (penname: Uam), and Y1 Yutae (penname: Choryeo). SONG Jungil married
a daughter of JEONG Gyeongse and served as a connecting channel between the two
different academic schools. Like this, efforts for coexistence with those with differing
ideas were made persistently even in the period when factionalism was solidly in place.
YI Borim, a Confucian scholar from Gimhae, Gyeongnam took trouble to take a trip to
JEON U (penname: Ganjae), who lived as a hermitin Gyehwa Island off Gunsan, Jeonbuk
in the spring of 1920, and became his disciple. He studied together with SEO Jinyeo-
ng (penname: Hyeokjae), GWON Sunmyeong (penname: Yangjae), YU Yeongseon (pen-
name: Hyeongok) under JEON U. Upon the teacher’s demise, he and SEO Jinyeong
relocated to Jingyejeongsa in Byeonsan and then became a disciple of O Jinyeong (pen-
name: Seongnong) in Manghwajae, Hoseo.

BYEON Siyeon (penname: Sanam) was born in Jangseongin 1922 and carried out activi-
ties there as a Confucian scholar representing Honam. He studied under HONG Chiyu, a
grand-disciple of GIM Heungrak (penname: Seosan), who inherited Toegye’s academic
tradition. In 1958, he sent a circular to Confucian scholar across the country to collect
classical Chinese writings and published Munwon, a collection of such writings in 32
years.

Considering that our main object of research is Confucian culture of early modern pe-
riod, this presentation was focused on the lives, ways of living, and values of the two
Confucian scholars, who put the goal of exchanges and coexistence into practice, as a

touchstone for searching for people who looked for ways of coexistence.
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